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Environmental law pioneer Peter Skelton is lauded for his remarkable depth of knowledge  
and innate ability to navigate the intricacies of caring for the nation’s natural resources.

A former Environment Court judge, Honorary Professor at Lincoln University,  
and Environment Canterbury Commissioner, Peter also held the unique position of 
 New Zealand’s first Chief Freshwater Commissioner. In his final public service role,  

he focused on the quality and quantity issues relating to nationwide freshwater resources.

In 2001, he was made a Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit for services to environmental 
law. Appointed a life member of the Resource Management Law Association, Peter was a founder  

of the Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand, and, subsequently, an Honorary Fellow.  
In 2016, Peter was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Natural Resources by Lincoln University.
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